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As its May already, its time to let you know how the year is going for Heritage of Industry, as well as City Safaris. Last week, Sue and Mike Constable led a City Safari group round Rotterdam to see “some hidden gems from innovative architecture such as the Cube Houses to important industrial monuments such as a railway lift bridge built in 1927”. Rotterdam has often been overlooked because of its modernity so it’s pleasing to see so many enjoying the Safari experience. Indeed, one participant remarked that “it was the best 3-day tour I’ve ever done”
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but our next venue is Bristol with an ancient heart and a 

long history. 

Arrangements are well advanced for our Safari there 

Between the 14th and 16th of August and the offer 

document will be arriving soon.

We will be looking at many of the “Brunel Landmarks” 

from Temple Mead Station to Clifton Suspension Bridge. 

Bristol is also famous for its tobacco and glass industries 

so that we will also see the remains of city centre glass 

cones and tobacco warehouses, including some in the 

distinctive “Bristol Venetian” style.

It’s also hoped that we can take a ferry to view some of the

Dockside sites from a more unusual angle.

Later in the year we will revisit two of my favourite cities, Berlin and Liverpool.

The Safari to Berlin will be include many transport sites such as the various canals in the city, some of which have been filled in. This means will be following clues on the ground! We will visit a wide range of sites, using the highly efficient Berlin transport system. Of particular note is the new Hauptbahnhof, built on the site of the former Lehrter Bahnof and only opened in 2006.

The Liverpool Safari is visiting the city after its year as “Capital of Culture” and we can see what changes have been made, not least to the Leeds-Liverpool Canal which now runs in front of the Liver Building terminating at the Albert Dock.

Our two Autumn Safaris are to Berlin between 17th and 20th September and to Liverpool between the 16th and 18th October. Remember to put the dates in your diaries! Or tell a friend about upcoming Safaris – there are always details on www.citysafaris.co.uk
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     Now for the Heritage of Industry Trips.  Our            fir first trip of the summer is the Newcomen   

     Society visit to the Asturias which takes place 

     between 29th June and 5th July. Booking has been 

     taking place for some time but check for last 

     minute availability and the chance to discover

     “Green Spain and its industrial remains. 
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Later in the year, the focus is New Zealand in November when our trip has been planned to coincide with the 3rd Australasian Engineering Heritage Conference, at the University of Otago, Dunedin. The trip will be split into a number of component parts, which will visit both North and South Islands and will be able to be booked separately or as a whole. Sites under consideration in North Island include the gold mining area around Thames, an old gold rush town of the 1860s and 70s and, passing through the impressive Karangahake gorge, Waihi where there is a large open-cast gold mine still working. We will also visit Rotorua for the boiling mud pools and geysers, the outward evidence of the important geothermal activity in the area, which underpins the geothermal power generation system we shall see something of. Starting in Auckland, this part of the tour will end in Wellington.

A full day in Christchurch will be followed by a coach tour of South Island before arriving in Dunedin to join a 4-day tour being organised by the Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand prior to the Conference, which is being co-hosted by the Institution with the History Department, University of Otago. It is difficult to forecast the content of our South Island tour, as we do not want to duplicate the pre-conference tour. 


However, our tour will take us to the important coal mining area of Westport with the possibility of seeing the famous Denniston  self-acting incline, which solved the challenge of carrying coal down the face of an escarpment, a fall of 518m in a track distance of 1670m, and which operated from 1879 to 1967. We will also be taking the Tranzalpine train to or from Greymouth.

Check out the Heritage of Industry website – www.heritageofindustry.co.uk – for more details as well as pictures of sites to be visited.

Paul and I are hoping to meet many of you throughout the year on one of our events. We are already actively planning for 2010 and would appreciate any comments, suggestions for visits and offers of help. 

Please e-mail us on info@heritageofindustry.co.uk 

Sue Hayton, May 2009

PS  Please feel free to pass this on either in a hard copy or electronic form to any friends or colleagues who might be interested in any of our tours.
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The Cube Houses were designed by Piet


Blom. The cubes are designed on top of a


pedestrian bridge. Each cube represents a


tree, albeit an abstract one so that the


complex becomes a forest.
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A post card view of the Clifton


Suspension Bridge, one of the


“Brunel Landmarks” in the city.





Pozo Fondón de Hunosa in Langreo
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Waihi Mine
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The Dennistonincline in the 1890s, known locally as the ‘


8th Wonder of the World’.
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